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the country. * Lecturers were selected with care, and were in some
cases given a maintenance allowance during the preparation of
their lectures. Then arrangements were made for courses of four
lectures each, on what may be called University Extension lines,,
in four or five centres in one part of the country. . . . Very
careful syllabuses were prepared and widely circulated, and the
wKole scheme was intended to be educational rather than directly
propagandist. The first lecturers engaged were J. Ramsay
MacDonald and Miss Enid Stacy/1 followed in due course by
Miss Caroline Martyn, J. Bruce Glasier, S. D. Shallard, W. S.
Sanders, and myself. These lectures continued until about 1904,
when the fund was exhausted,
In addition to lectures of the kind above described the trustees
decided to devote part of the funds to the formation of a London
School of Economics and Political Science, 'because they considered
that a thorough knowledge of these sciences was a necessity for
people concerned in social reconstruction, if that reconstruction
was to be carried out with prudence and wisdom: and in particular
it was essential that all classes of public officials, should have the
opportunity of learning whatever can be known of economics and
politics taught on modern lines. Our old universities provided
lectures on political science as it was understood by Plato and
Aristotle, by Hobbes and Bentham; they did not then—and indeed
they do not now—teach how New Zealand deals with strikes, how
America legislates about trusts, how municipalities all over the
world organize tramways/2 The object of the trustees 'was to
get taught the best science that could be obtained, confident that
if their own political theories were right, science would confirm
them, and if they were wrong, it was better that they should be
discredited/ The London School of Economics was thus founded
by the Hutchinson Trustees, above-named, 'but from the first
they associated others with themselves in its management, and they
made no attempt to retain any special share in its control,* and the
school 'never had any direct or organic connection with the
Fabian Society/ 3
The school began its career in the year 1895, *n th*"66 small
rooms on the ground floor of No. 9 John Street, in the Adelphi.
It had at the beginning no library, and no place where
students could work: the rooms were dark and depressing,
1E. R. Pease, History of the 'Fabian Society, p. 125.
2 Ibid. p. 124.	3 Ibid. p. 124.

